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case beyond the end of the primary stage, i. e.,
Class IV or V, and except in 23 areas, applied
to boys only. Moreover, it cannot be said
that in any of these areas, even in the Punjab,
compulsion is really effective.
"Apart from the comparatively few com-
pulsory areas, attendance at school has been
and is still on a voluntary basis. In 1936-37
there were 1,19,85,986 (11,985,986) pupils
on the registers of some school or other as
compared with approximately 6,00,00,000
(60,000,000) children in the 5-14 age group.
Of these children 51,88,601 (5,188,601)
were in Class I, 23,55,418 (2,355,418) in
Class II, 17,22,292, (1,722,292) in Class III,
12,14,504 (1,214,504) in Class IV, and only
7,03,628 (703, 628) in Class V. The rest
were in middle schools, including the middle
sections of high schools. Figures for
previous years record a similar falling off.
Attendance is of course better in some
areas than in others, but in regard to British
India as a whole, these figures mean that less
than one out of every four children stayed
long enough at school to reach the earliest